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Joint civil society solidarity statement on the lllegal Migration Bill ahead of Second Reading in the House
of Lords, May 2023

As a coalition of 181 civil society organisations representing the human rights, migrant, refugee, asylum, anti-
slavery and trafficking, children’s, violence against women and girls, LGBTQI+, disability rights, health,
LGBTQI+, housing, racial justice, criminal justice, arts, international development, environment, democracy,
pan-equality, faith, access to justice, and other sectors, we call on Parliamentarians to urge the Government
to immediately withdraw the ‘lllegal Migration Bill’.

We all deserve to live safe from harm and to be treated with compassion, dignity, and respect. But this
shockingly cruel and inhumane Bill turns our country’s back on people fleeing war and persecution, blocking
them from protection, support, or justice at a time they need it most. The Bill is effectively a ban on asylum,
extinguishing the right to seek refugee protection in the United Kingdom. It will put people seeking safety and
a better life at risk of irreversible harm, with life and death consequences.

This Bill attacks the very core of human rights, which is the fundamental belief that we all have human rights
regardless of who we are or where we are from. Instead, it separates people into categories of ‘deserving’
and ‘undeserving’ of human rights. In stripping the most basic rights from people seeking safety and a better
life, the Bill dismantles human rights protections for all of us.

The Bill deliberately and unacceptably excludes an entire category of people from the protections guaranteed
under our domestic laws and international obligations. It will almost certainly breach multiple international
conventions and agreements, including the UN Refugee Convention, the European Convention on Human
Rights (ECHR), and the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (ECAT).
The Government has acknowledged that it cannot guarantee the Bill will be compatible with the ECHR, a legally
binding instrument. The Convention represents the rights and values that we hold dear, including the right to
life, protection from slavery and torture, and the right to liberty, which are all threatened by this Bill.

Not only does the Bill substantially threaten human rights, it aims to shield the Government from accountability
when it does violate those rights by reducing parliamentary and judicial scrutiny. The Bill includes the
unprecedented and alarming proposal to disapply Section 3 of the Human Rights Act, which empowers our
judges to interpret laws in a way that protects our rights. Without that protection, individuals affected by this
Bill are limited from getting justice when their rights are violated.

The Bill hands vast delegated powers to the Secretary of State, including the power to amend laws in Wales,
Scotland, and Northern Ireland, despite the fact that human rights are largely a devolved matter. The Bill
would also enable Ministers to ignore interim measures from the European Court of Human Rights — a rare
yet vital last resort to halt proceedings like deportations when people’s lives are deemed at risk of extreme
and irreversible harm.

This Bill would almost certainly be unlawful domestically and internationally. The Bill signals to the international
community that the Government intends to commit human rights abuses while evading scrutiny and
accountability, setting a dangerous example to other states.

More importantly, these cruel and inhumane plans are a stain on our collective moral conscience, attacking
the values we cherish as a democratic, rights-respecting society. This Bill is a dangerous piece of legislation
that will most certainly lead to irreparable harm, grave suffering, and possible deaths if enacted.

We stand united in solidarity with the individuals and families who would be directly harmed, and oppose the
Government’s divisive attacks on refugees migrants, victims and survivors of human trafficking and modern
slavery, and other people who move. We fiercely reject any attempts to undermine the universality of human
rights. We urge all Parliamentarians to urge the Government to withdraw the Bill.
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